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and a first-lieutenant of the king of the gods. He desires revenge on the
kine of Bayanathi, but still more does he desire the restoration of his
own line to the throne of his lost kingdom. Observing that the little
prince is left among the graves to die, he by his godly powers causes two
goatherds who are near by, a man and wife, to go to that particular
part of the cemetery in search of pasture. They are overjoyed at
findmg the child, for they have been longing for a son. The tree-god
then shows himself, and tells them his history. He requests them
to put the child in a magic pond in the forest for one night,
because in the morning the child will be changed into a youth of
sixteen years. In the next scene, the prince emerges from the
pond a grown-up youth, but he does not know who or what he is,,
until the tree-god enlightens him. He gives the prince a magic bow,
and impresses upon him the necessity of regaining the throne and
restoring the dynasty, but the prince will have to bide his time and
act for himself when the time comes. The young man promises to
follow the god's advice faithfully. He becomes a goatherd, and
is quite happy with the couple who have adopted him. The man
becomes his constant friend and companion, and together they wander
from pasture to pasture. The prince, contented, has no immediate
plans towards fulfilling his promise to the tree-god. One morning he
and his companion fall asleep on a grassy mound while the goats graze.
The god of love now enters, and his duty is to watch the destiny of
lovers. The prince is destined to love the daughter of the ogre-king,
who rules the ogre-country that is separated from Bayanathi by the
forest, where the goatherds are. The god hides the goats, and
causes a trail of their foot-marks to begin from the grassy mound and
end abruptly in the garden of the ogre-princess, who plays there
attended only by a maid of honour. The prince and his companion,,
upon waking, suppose the goats to have wandered away of their own
accord, and follow the trail until they lose it in the garden, where
they throw themselves on the ground and fall asleep through fatigue,
The ogre-princess, on finding them, falls in love with the prince, who
wakes up, and proposes marriage. When she points out that her father
is certain to withhold assent, the prince suggests elopement, to which
she agrees; so they run away, while the maid of honour hastens to
report the matter to the ogre-king, who thereupon sets out in haste in
pursuit of the lovers. He finds them resting just outside the gates of
Bayanathi; whereupon he tries to kilJ the prince, who, however, aims
the god-given bow at him, and would kill him to end all danger of